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AWord From Our Rector

For to ws a child is born,
10 ws a von 1 given;

And the government will be upon his shoulder;

And hes name will be called
“Wonderful Counvelor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.”

lsaiah 9:6
Can’t you just hear the strains of the

- choir singing this anthem, from Handel’s, Messiah’? The power and
The Adveut wreath the majesty of the Advent season literally lifts the human spirit, as we
hear this familiar music throughout the month of December —or at

“« O Com e least until Christmas Day!
) We can go on and on about the commercialization of Christmas

and how we're losing sight of the “reason for the season,” and other

O Come well-meaning cliches designed to make us feel guilty that we aren’t
)

doing enough to keep “Christ in Christmas.” And you may be right.
However, the greatness of this piece of music is firmly rooted in
Emnallue]; the Holy Scripture, that part of the Bible dedicated to the life and
ministries of the prophets. The prophet Isaiah, with his people being
persecuted and threatened with extinction from the soon-to-be-
and conquering Babylonian hordes, offers a glimpse of hope for the
horror-struck people of Judah. An anointed one, a messiah, will be
born in Judah, and of His kingdom there will be no end. This mes-
ransom siah will be fed on milk and honey, the food of celebration for those
loyal to the Lord God of the Hebrew people. This prophecy was to
offer a new world view for those seeking to be part of the people of

captive

God —a people who held to the relationship they shared as a commu-

nity of faith.

I l” One of the real gifts of Hebrew prophecy is that it is open-ended:

Sr a'e it spoke not only to the immediate religious/political needs of Israel,

but also looked ahead to the coming of a new way of living in God’s

life for His people. Judah was a nation that was under siege. They

Hym nal 1982 had seen the northern kingdom of Israel trampled and conquered by
#56 the nation of Assyria in 721 B.C., and with the conquering of Assyria

by Babylon, it was just a matter of time before the people of Judah
Continued on page 2
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would have their lives changed,
possibly forever, by this powerful
military force from what is now
modern day Iraq. Then, as now,
the people looked to their leaders
to give them guidance, to make
the deals, to provide the necessary
tribute money, in order to keep
the current lifestyles of the nation
without any interference from
outside forces.

Our world seems so tied to the
political and financial struggles of
the present time. We have come
through a devastating couple of
years in which families have been
terribly disrupted due to the
financial policies of some who
could only see their own sense of
control as paramount. We have
experienced a bruising political
season wherein the nation called
out for change, and is praying that
“the common man” will finally be
heard.

And then along comes another
Christmas! With this winter

festival, more than another other in

the Church Year, we look for the
perfect celebration which will
cause us to be uplifted and give us
the hope for the New Year com-
ing. Many times that hope is
dashed, as we realize that our
expectations rise higher than can

possibly be chieved.

1

Enter the church, as we look
back on that time when the word
of God brought forth a new
understanding of what it means
to live into the presence and love
of God.

However, we are called to first
listen —listen to the cry of the
prophets, who spoke not onl_y to
the immediate needs of the
people, but to coming of the
heavenly kingdom by which all
things will be made whole and
healed. This healing nature of
God’s presence is no more preva-
lent than in the familiar text
quoted above. The God we
worship and adore is so enrap-
tured by His creation that He
will not let us fall away from His
love. This is reason for Isaiah to
stay so strong in his prophecy in
that all that is beautiful all that is
lovely, will be offered to human-
ity to gaze upon and humbled
that God would care. In God'’s
divine providence He desires so
much as to want to keep the
relationship going forward in
spite of our attempts to supplant
God with ourselves.

The prophetic voice continues

throughout Advent, as we are
drawn back to God in that
mysterious web of caring love
and righteousness. “Come
back to me,” could easily be
the call of the Creator, who
merely wants all that is good
for us, and to remain in rela-
tionship with Him, and He
with us. Allow this Advent to
be not only a time of prepara-
tion, but more especially a time
for us to return “home” to that
place where we are loved, and
always have place at the Lord’s
Table. There is a tune from the
Simon and Garfunkel
songbookthat says simply:
“Home, where my thoughts
are ‘scaping, /Home, where my
music’s playing, / Home,
where my lovelight’s waitin’,
silently for me.”

May God’s lovelight shine
for us in the darkness of the
difficulties of this life, and
draw us into the kingdom,
where the Prince of Peace
offers us comfort, hope and
love.

M.W.G.+
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Patience is a precept for salvation given us by
our Lord, our teacher: “Whoever endures to the
end will be saved.” And again: “If you persevere
in my word, you will truly be my disciples; you
will know the truth, and the truth will set you
free.”

We must endure and persevere if we are to
attain the truth and freedom we have been
allowed to hope for; faith and hope are they very
meaning of our being Christians, but if faith and
hope are to bear their fruit; patience is necessary.

We do not seek glory now, in the present, but
we look for future glory, as Saint Paul instructs
us when he says: “By hope we were saved. Now
hope which is seen is not hope; how can we hope
for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do
not see, we wait for it in patience.” Patient wait-
ing is necessary if we are to be perfected in what
we have begun to be, and if we are to receive
From God what we hope for and believe.

In another place the same Apostle instructs
and teaches the just, and those active in good
works, and those who store up themselves trea-
sures in heaven through the reward God gives
them. They are to be patient also, for he says:
“Therefore while we have time, let us do good to
all, but especially to those who are of the house-
hold of faith. But let us not grow weary in doing

i
Come Thou, long-expected Jesus!

good, for we shall reap our reward in due
season.”

Paul warns us not to grow weary in good
works through impatience, not to be distracted
or overcome by temptations and so give up in
the midst of our pilgrimage of praise and glory,
and allow our past good deeds to count for
nothing because what was begun falls short of
completion.

Finally the Apostle, speaking of charity,
unites it with endurance and patience. “Char-
ity,” he says, “is always patient and kind; it is not
jealous, is not boastful, is not given to anger,
does not think evil, loves all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures all things.” He
shows that charit_y can be steadfast and perse-
vering because it has learned how to endure all
things.

And in another place he says: “Bear with one
another lovingly, striving to keep the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace.” He shows that
neither unity nor peace can be maintained
unless we cherish each other with mutual for-
bearance and preserve the bond of harmony by

means of patience.

A Reading from On the Value of Patience, by
Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, 258 A.D.
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The Services for Christmastide

Friday, December 24, 2010 Christmas Eve
3:00 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation
5:30 pm Children’s Mass, Pageant, and party
11:30 pm The Midnight Mass of Christ

Christmas Day

Saturday, December 25, 2010
Holy Eucharist & Carols

10:00 am
Sunday, December 26, 2010 First Sunday after Christmas
8:00 am Holy Eucharist
10:00 am Nursery Care**
10:00 am Choral Eucharist
Monday, December 27, 2010 Feast of St. Stephen
10:00 am Holy Eucharist

Tuesday, December 28, 2009 Feast of Saint John the Evangelist
Holy Eucharist
Feast of Holy Innocents

Wednesday, December 29, 2010
Holy Eucharist

10:00 pm
Saturday, January 1, 2011 Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus Christ
10:00 am Holy Eucharist

The Second Sunday after Christmas

Sunday, January 2, 2010
Holy Eucharist

8:00 am

9:15 am The Forum

9:30 am Church School
10:00 am Choral Eucharist

Feast of the Epiphany

Holy Eucharist
Holy Fucharist

Thursday, January 6, 2011

10:00 am
7:30 pm

##Church School and Forum will be in recess this Sunday., Nursery care will be offered during the
10:00 am service only. Enclosed with this letter are two envelopes: one for your Christmas Offering; the
other for Christmas Flower memorials. Please submit these names No Later than December 17*

in order to have them printed in the Christmas bulletins.
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Opportunities for Worship

December will see us gather for many opportunities for worship as we prepare to celebrate the
feast of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Tuesday, December 21st , will see us celebrate the
life and ministry of Thomas, the Apostle who “doubted” that Jesus had be raised from the dead.
We will continue the tradition of observing the feast days following Christmas Day, as we will
offer the Holy Eucharist on December 27*, the commemoration of the martyrdom of St. Stephen;
December 28", the Feast of St, John the Evangelist; the Feast of the Holy Innocents of Jerusa-
lem, on December 29.

Each of these services will be celebrated at 10:00 am, in the parish church and we hope that
parishioners will mark these special days of observance and attend the Holy Eucharist.

&r&s

it v

The Advent Event

N

Our fourteenth “Advent Event” is set for Friday evening, December 3, zl}
2010, beginning with dinner at 5:30 in the parish hall. The “Advent Event” is
an opportunity for us to gather and celebrate the first season of the Christian
Year with feasting, worship, songs, crafts, and even a visit from Saint Nicholas.
If you have been wondering how you might be able to put a little more of the “reli-
gious” spirit into this time of the year, why not come and join us? The cost of admis-
sion is simply a covered dish to supplement roast turkey breast, and cooked ham.
Why not sign-up today, and be with us on the 3rrd of December? It a great way to
prepare for Christmas.

Advent Study

In keeping with the spirit of prophecy, both in the Hebrew
Scriptures and in the writings of the Church,

We will be conducting an Advent Bible Study following the 10:00
Eucharist, on Wednesdays, begtinning on December 1%, at 10:45 am,
in the parish library. Our Bible study will concern itself with some of
the important prophecies relating to the coming of of Our Lord. We will hear, read, and study
through some of the work of Isaiah, Zechariah, and the Gospels, as they pertain to the birth of
Jesus.

Bring your favorite copy of the Bible and plan on joining with us
on the Wednesdays of the Advent season, as we explore the prophetic voice of Israel, and
maybe see how Jesus came “to fulfill all the Law and the Prophets!”
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Sunday

)

Saint Augustine of

475 43rd Avenue

<
A Telephone: 772-770-3494

Monday

Tuesday

The Second Sunday of Advent 5

Blood Mobile
8:00 Holy Eucharist

9:15

9:30
10:00
10:00

5:30

Christian Forum
Church School
Nursery Care
Choral Eucharist

High SchoolYouth Group

7:30 A.A. Meeting

7

8:00 T.O.P.S. Meeting

7:00 Recovery Group
7:00 Spirituality Book Group

The Third Sunday of Advent 1 2

8:00 Holy Eucharist

9:15 Christian Forum

9:30 Church School
10:00 Nursery Care
10:00 Choral Eucharist
11:00 Cookie Walk

13

10:00 Finance Committtee

6:30 A.A. Christmas Party

8:00 T.O.P.S. Meeting

7:00 Recovery Group
7:00 Spirituality Book Group

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 1 9
8:00 Holy Eucharist
9:15 Christian Forum
9:30 Church School
10:00 Nursery Care
10:00 Choral Eucharist
11:30 Daughters of the King

20

7:00 The Vestry

7:30 A.A. Meeting

St. Thomas the Apostle 2 1

8:00 T.O.P.S. Meeting
10:00 Holy Eucharist

7:00 Recovery Group
7:00 Spirituality Book Group

26

The First Sunday after
Christmas Day

8:00 Holy Eucharist

10:00 Nursery Care
10:00 Choral Eucharist

5:30 High SchoolYouth Group

Feast of St. Stephen 27
10:00 Holy Eucharist -

7:30  A.A. Meeting
Office Closed

St. John Evangelist 28

8:00° T.O.P.S. Meeting
10:00 Holy Eucharist

7:00 Recovery Group
7:00 Spirituality Book Group




o - [ (J Q)ore
e D BDeS L Ul sls _
= |
:Ifl :F 1 |||||
: ) i e
| )
= U CoUd U or - of
10:00 Holy Eucharist / 10:00 Lay Readers
Healing Meeting
10:45 Bible Study
1:00 Outreach Committee 6:30 Senior Choir . . :
6:00 Jr. High Youth 5:30 The Advent Event 5:30 Holy Eucharist
10:00 Holy Eucharist /
Healing
10:45 Bible Study 2:00 Concert
3:00-4:30 Christmas Tea
6:30 i hoi
30 Senior Choir 5:30 Holy Eucharist
6:30 Girl Scouts
10:00 Holy Eucharist /
Healing
10:45 Bible Study
6:30 Senior Choir
6:30 Girl Scouts 5:30 Holy Eucharist
29 23 Christmas Eve 24 Christmas Day 25
10:00 Holy Eucharist/ 3:00 Sacrament. (.)f . 10:00 Holy Eucharist
Heal; Reconciliation Carol
caling 5:30 Children Mass - rols
10:45 Bible Study Christmas Pageant
11:00 Carol Sing =
11:30 Midnight Mass } arr %
of Christ A =
6:30 Senior Choir L | "
Office Closed
Holy Innocents Day 29 30 New Years Eve 31

10:00 Holy Eucharist/
Healing
10:45 Bible Study

6:00 Jr. High Youth




The Christmas

in Concert

December 11, 2010 - 2:00 pm

St Augustine of Canterbury
Episcapal Church

§5.00 suggested donation
{all proceeds to benefit the boys)
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The E.C.W. Annual Christimas Tea
will take place immediately following the

Avenue [ Boys Choir Concerl beginning about
3:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall.

All women are invited to come and celebrate
the Advent and Chrisimas Season with us in
song and Tellowship.

Sign up sheets for the Tea and Concert are in the Narihex.
For further information, please contact Deb Kavanaugh or Sharon

Goldberg

oo

Lay Readers, Chalice Bearers, Lectors Meeting

The next meeting of the Lectors, Lay Readers, and Chalice-bearers will be held
on Saturday morning, December 4, 2010, at 10:00 am in the parish church.
The semi-annual meeting will give us a chance to gather and plan out the several
assignments coming up for the special services during the Christmas season.
Our morning will begin with Morning Prayer in the church, following by our planning
meeting in the parish hall. In keeping the Twelve Days of Christmas, there are many
opportunities for the congregation to come and celebrate this time of the Incarnation.

We invite all lectors, lay readers, and chalice-bearers to join us as we set
out the schedule for this most blessed and holy time of the Church Year.

We'll see you on the 411!
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December Anniversaries

December Birthdays

6 Jim & Cathy Mennitt 1 Doug Anderson 16  Margaret Behrens
9 Ron & Alyson Grayson 1  Suzanne Jutras 17 Rhonda Grayson
12 Mary & Michael Breglia 2 Terry Lurgio 17  Pat Baker
17 Jim & Gloria Pinkston 2 Richard Flinchbaugh 17 Gloria Pinkston
18 Robert & Kim Street 4 Barbara Brooks 18  Becky Johnson
20 Craig & Pat Waskow 6 Milly Hendri.ck 19 Joe‘Lurgi(;l 5
23 Mary & Lockwood Rianhard 2 }()ljz}ll—ilall\ljlenmtt ;2 E:;e\;vz‘:e OSKY
27 Charles & Blanche Evans 6 Helyn Ribble 98 Daniel Jutras
28 Bill & Linda Beardslee 9 Ron Grayson 99  Connie Slater

10  Kathleen Warren 30  Dottie Kelley

11  Bob Konkel 31  Louise Ring

15 Jan Grandage 31  Dick Davis

31 Barbara erght

c$~9

The Pops Fund Report
POPS Appeal Goal: $5,000

We are now beginning holiday season festivities and many charitable organizations are
appealing for donations. Our own POPS Fund is unique to St. Augustine and it was started in
1995 by an anonymous benefactor who has pledged to donate $10,000 every year in memory of
his father. The benefactor named the fund “POPS” for two reasons: (1) He received an inherit-
ance from his father, whom he called “Pops” and (2) based on the words in the Gospel when
Jesus told the people of Nazareth to “tend to the Poor, the Oppressed, the Prisoners and the
Sick”. The restrictions on the use of the funds include helping people only within Indian River
County, that each donation be for a specific expenditure, rather than on a continuing basis and
the gifts should be closely monitored.

Over the past few years, the POPS Fund has assisted many worthy organizations that you
may have heard of: The Source, Homeless Family Shelter; Samaritan Homeless Family Center, Abilities
Resource Center, Redlands Christian Migrant Association, Childcare Resources, Daste Bridgewater, Gifford
Youth Activity Center, Our Fathery Table Soup Kitchen, St. Peters Academy, Life for Youth Camp and the
Indian River Correctional Institute.

We are pleased to announce that we made our goal of $5,000.00 for the year, and
our benefactor matched that with another $5,000 for the upcoming cycle. We are most grateful
to our benefactor, as well as to all who have given so generously to the POPS Fund, as we seek
to continue Christ’s work in this part of His kingdom. For those still wishing to contribute for
Year 2011, there are POPS Envelopes available in the narthex, as well as in the parish office.
Again, our thanks to all during this season of giving from the heart.
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Church School

Coming off the celebration of All Saints’ Sunday in November, our Church School is
preparing for the Advent Event, on December 3", and the Children’s Mass, on Christmas
Eve, December 24,

The Advent Event is not only open to the young people of the Church School, but for
whole parish as well. So mark the date: Friday evening, December 3, at 5:30 pm, and be a
part of the throng to come and greet Saint Nicholas, as we enter into the Advent season.

On Friday evening, December 24", Christmas Eve, the Church school will once again be
presenting the Christmas Pageant as part of the Children’s Mass. The young people of our
Church will gather for the 5:30 pm liturgy for the first Eucharist of the Christmas season.
Following the service, the Church School will be hosting their annual Christmas party, and
all are welcome to attend.

As this Advent dawns, come and join us for the walk of faith that will lead us through the
lives of the prophets, through the lives of two cousins, Elizabeth and Mary, and follow the
light of the Star which will bring us to Bethlehem, and the celebration of the birth of Jesus
the Son of God.

Church School and Girl Scouc Troop 50451
Join ctogecher to help cthe needy.

The Church School and Girl Scout Troop 50451
put together 6 large food baskets for Father Mike to

give to needy families within and outside of our parish.

-T*g.:-r,. -1. B
¥ s RN e e
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In the large laundry-sized baskets are all the ingredients
that will allow a family to have a wonderful Thanksgiv-
ing turkey dinner. The baskets contain non-perishable
foods and the turkeys will be provided by a local
service club. We also put together 40 plastic shoe boxes
for Operation Christmas Child and will be dropping
them off on Monday, November 15, so they can be

delivered in time for Christmas. Over 8 million children

received shoe boxes since 1993 in over 130 countries

Pictured in front of the Thanksgiving Baskets and holding
dome of the shoe boxes are: Herbert Haave,

through the Samaritan’s Purse, an international relief

- S . .
Christina Norman, Marcus Norman, Ben Wiggins and organization. In their mission statement, their goal 1s to

Javon Street demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to needy

children around the world and, together with the local
church worldwide, to share the Good News of Jesus
Christ.”
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Once again, we have been asked by the principal of the Fellsmere Elementary

School, if we might be able to assist in seeing that the young people in all grades might

receive a gift this Christmas.

With this in mind a basket has been placed in the narthex of the church for
those wishing to give an offering to offset the costs of purchasing gifts for the students at

the Fellsmere School. For those unaware of the practice, the parish has supported the

outreach to the community in Fellsmere School, as its ranks of students grow during the

growing season here in Florida. With migrant workers and their families in Indian River

County, the population of the school practically doubles as the school seeks to work with

Our gifts ensure that each child will receive at least one gift at Christmas, and

we are hoping to be able to reach out to them to school again this year. Can you help?

BALY

Youts Work Team
COOKIE WALK

The Youth of Saint Augustine of
Canterbury have formed a Work Team to
return to “El Hogar” in Honduras, in
June, 2012.

We are hoping to defray some of
the cost of the plane tickets and other
incidentals, as well as raising funds for
the work project we will be working on,
over the next two years.

To that end we are again going to
having the Cookie Walk on the 12 of
December. This was a great event last
year and we are sure that it will be even
better this year. We will be
having a sign-up list in the narthex for
those who wish to bring cookies for the
walk —so save the date and plan to be
with us this month!

Vaaad

Thank You! Thank You!

Many thanks to the
parishioners of St. Augustine
of Canterbury for their
generosity in donating
blankets, warm clothing, and
funds for the homeless and
those in need in Indian River
County. Items given to the
shelter at Safe Space for
women and their children who
have experienced domestic
violence were 6 quilts, 8
blankets, and 4 afghans.

The Source, a center for the
homeless and near-homeless,
received 3 blankets, 14 throws,
3 afghans, and 3 quilts. We
were also able to provide them with a woman’s
quilt jacket, knit vest, and ladies winter coat, as
well as 2 blanket snugglies, 2 ladies sweaters, 3
warm jackets, and 2 bags of miscellaneous cloth-
ing and shoes. A check in the amount of $55 was
forwarded to Church World Service. We will all
enjoy the holiday season knowing our contribu-
tions helped make life a little better for our needy
neighbors. Thank you again.

Doris Schroeder - Representative
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